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der, with the Buddha at their head, and waited upon
them till they refused to take more.                          18

And when the Blessed One had finished his meal,
the courtezan had a low stool brought, and sat down
at his side, and addressed the Blessed One, and said :
'i Lord, I present this mansion to the order of bhikshus,
of which Buddha is the chief." And the Blessed One
accepted the gift; and after instructing, rousing, and
gladdening her with religious edification, he rose from
his seat and departed thence.                                   w

XCIII. BUDDHA'S FAREWELL ADDRESS.

When the Blessed One had remained as long as
he wished at Ambapali's grove, he went to Beluva,
near Vaishali. There the Blessed One addressed the
brethren, and said : "O mendicants, do you take up
your abode for the rainy season round about Vaishali,
each one according to the place where his friends and
near companions may live. I shall enter upon the
rainy season here at Beluva."                                   1

When the Blessed One had thus entered upon the
rainy season there fell upon him a dire sickness, and
sharp pains came upon him even unto death. But the
Blessed One, mindful and self-possessed, bore them
without complaint.                                                   2

Then this thought occurred to the Blessed One,
" It would not be right for me to pass away from life
without addressing the disciples, without taking leave
of the order. Let me now, by a strong effort of the
will, bend this sickness down again, and keep my hold
on life till the allotted time have come."                    i{

And the Blessed One, by a strong effort of the will,
bent the sickness down, and kept his hold on life till